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FIJI                             AUGUST-SEPTEMBER 2010 
Savusavu is located on Vanua Levu, the second 
largest island in the Fiji Group and is about a 50 
minute flight from Nadi in a very small plane which 
is quite an experience. The plane flies over 
numerous small atolls, some just forming, which are 
literally islands of coral surrounding an inner lagoon. 
The incredibly  shallow azure waters around the 
atoll cause the surf to break gently. This is the 
beginning of the Fijian adventure. 

 
Flying over a coral atoll and flying into Savusavu 

 

I have been going to Fiji since 2007 with art groups, 
some botanical art and others holiday sketching. 
The last few years I have combined these groups, 
and the morning is spent on the intricacies and the 
extremely pleasurable pursuit of botanical art.  
 
 An open shala surrounded by the exotic blooms of 
the resort overlooks the crystal clear waters of 
Savusavu Bay and gentle breezes flow through, 
providing a spectacular and  cool environment in 
which to paint and sketch. 
 

 
The shala where the art group paints, sketches and 

photographs some amazing sunsets. 
 

 

 
The afternoons begin with a short workshop, then 
sketching at a local destination, which may be a 
deserted beach, accessible only by water, where 
sketching is combined with optional snorkelling, 
swimming in the safe, shallow waters, 
beachcombing and a delicious afternoon tea. 
 
 There are trips to a local village to watch the Fijians 
perform their traditional dances, accompanied by 
the guitars and harmonious voices of the villagers. 
Golden sandy beaches, some spectacular gardens, 
and the quaint town of Savusavu provide ideal 
sketching opportunities. The town has changed little 
since its inception, when it was originally established 
as a centre for sailing ships trading in sandalwood, 
beche-de-mer and copra.  
 

 
Sketch at Blue Lagoon 

 

Each trip enables me to explore different sketching 
locations, and to encourage the group to relax with 
various activites provided by Daku resort, have a 
massage or a swim, or take a leisurely walk through 
the rainforest behind the resort. 

 

See more images from this trip at 
www.holidaysketching.com.au 

 
 

http://www.holidaysketching.com.au/


 
 
 

BALI                                        SEPTEMBER 2010 
What can I say about Bali? It is an amazing place 
where the people are firmly entrenched in their 
culture, traditions and religion. As I try to do with all 
my tours, this one also takes us off the beaten track 
ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ άǊŜŀƭέ .ŀƭƛΦ 
 
With our wonderful guide Suki, we explored Ubud 
and its surrounding attractions with hours each day 
spent at  incredible sketching locations. 
 

 
Sunrise over rice paddies and gardens outside Ubud 

 
Temples are a wonderful source of inspiration and 
motivation with their often moss covered buildings, 
intricate architecture and sculptural and carved 
ǿƻƻŘŜƴ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎΦ bƻΣ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ άǘŜƳǇƭŜŘ ƻǳǘέ 
as each one has very unique characteristics.  
 
We visited Gunung Kawi Hindu temple, an 11th 
century temple complex and the spectacular Royal 
Water Palace at Tirtaganga, where we lunched in a 
restaurant overlooking the beautiful 4 acre grounds 
with their cascading water features and sculptures. 
 
The group sketched the Barong dancers during their 
performance, rice paddies outside Sideman Village 
and of course enjoyed a shopping excursion to Ubud 
and the markets. 
 

Sketches from Gunung Kawi Temple and Tirtaganga Water 
Palace 

 

 
 
 
Another interesting aspect of travelling I encourage 
my students and fellow travellers to sketch is Food! 
Most places have very distinctive cuisines and often 
the food is served in a traditional style.  
 
IŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǎƪŜǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ food, cameras can 
certainly record the event for translating into 
sketches at a later date. 
 
From Ubud we left the more populated areas behind 
and travelled further north, spending 3 nights in 
Candidasa on the east coast,  luxuriating at the 
incredible spa resort and hotel right on the beach. 
The hotel was used as a base and we travelled each 
day to discover and sketch even more exotic vistas.  
 
The last day of the tour was spent exploring 
Denpasar where we sketched in the grounds of Bali 
Museum, and in SaƴǳǊ ŀǘ ƭŜ aŀȅŜǳǊΩǎ aǳǎŜǳƳ. The 
tour finished with dinner on the beach at Jimbaran 
watching the sun slowly sink into the ocean, 
creating a kaleidoscope of yellows, oranges and 
reds. 
 

 
Sketching rice paddies and the Bali Museum 

 

So again, what more can I say! Bali 2011 promises  
ōŜ ŜǾŜƴ ōŜǘǘŜǊΧΧ 
 

See more images from this trip at 
www.holidaysketching.com.au 

  
 
 
 

LISMORE NSW                         OCTOBER 2010 
I packed my bags and prepared for the lovely warm 
climate of the Northern Rivers for a weekend 
workshop of Holiday Sketching .  Unfortunately that 
was not to be ς and we all know how unpredictable 
the weather can be. Following are photos of some of 
the workshop group attempting to sketch the 
architecture in  Lismore in torrential rainΧΦΦŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ 
with smiles on their faces, attesting to their 
adaptability and high spirits.  
 
 

http://www.holidaysketching.com.au/


 
 
 
 

 
The intrepid artists sketching in Lismore 

 

It was a productive and extremely enjoyable 
workshop and I experienced the local generosity and  
hospitality of the group and new friendships were 
made. 
 
I was staying in the hinterland behind Lismore with 
my fabulous friend Kerry, and the scenery in the 
area was stunning. Even though it was cold and wet, 
there was no denying the beauty of the countryside.  
 
It is little wonder many artists settle in the area 
where pristine rural  landscapes  are almost 
unforgettable. 
 
I am looking forward to another workshop in 2011, 
where the focus with be on the local flora. Some of 
the group were bush regenerators and their love 
and appreciation for the local landscape was clearly 
evident. It is almost another world far removed from 
Sydney.  
 
It was quite a different environment for me, where 
green frogs poised at windows and gorged 
themselves on the millions (so it seemed) of  insects 
that were attracted by the light, where enormous 
spiders spun webs which glistened in the moonlight, 
and also entrapped more of those insects. And after 
ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀ нл Ŧƻƻǘ ǇȅǘƘƻƴ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ YŜǊǊȅΩǎ ǊƻƻŦΣ L ƪƴŜǿ 
I was definiǘŜƭȅ ŀ άŎƛǘȅ ƎƛǊƭέΦ But I loved it all.  
 

 
Frogs waiting for a meal. Unfortunately L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ǘƻ 

photograph the python. 
 

I often wonder if there could be a more enjoyable 
occupation than mine. To travel and meet new and 
interesting people, to explore some remote 
destinations and experience different cultures, but 
above all,  to love what I do. 
 

 
 
 

²I!¢Ω{ b9·¢ FOR 2011? 
 
The South India tour leaves on 21st January for 

nine days. The weather should be perfect ς not to 
hot or humid and offering an enormous amount of 
very special sketching sites. This tour is leisurely 
paced so we can enjoy the surroundings without too 
much hustle and bustle. 
 
Be quick to book on this tour! The places are strictly 
ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘΧΦ 
   

Autumn in the South Island Lakes District of 
New Zealand April 9-17. This ȅŜŀǊΩǎ tour was very 

successful and the spectacular scenery has to be 
seen to be believed.  
 

The Kimberley WA June 26-July 4. There would 

ōŜ ŦŜǿ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾƛŜ Ψ!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩ 
which encompasses the spirit of the Kimberley 
region. The colour, terrain and environment of this 
heritage area is not found anywhere else in the 
world. 
 

Bali August 1-8 

 

Fiji August 27-Sept 3 

 

Winterless Northland NZ  Sept 24-Oct 4 

There will be information and details on my website 
soon. 
 
 
 

For more information on any of my tours, including 
itinerary and costs, have a look at my website 

www.holidaysketching.com.au 
 

Explore my Gallery of sketches and see some 
photos from previous trips on the Destination 

pages. 

 
 
 

Happy Sketching  

 

Leonie  

 
 

http://www.holidaysketching.com.au/

